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sible." It is, of course, beyond the range
of such a speculation, by itself, to enter on
an examination of the positive evidences in
support of one form of belief rather than
another. So far as it aims only at exhibiting
an universal law of the human mind, it is of
course compatible with all special forms of
belief which do not contradict that law; and
none, whatever their pretensions, can really
contradict it. Hence the service which such
a philosophy can render to the Christian reli-
gion must necessarily, from the nature of the
case, be of an indirect and negative character.
It prepares the way for a fair examination
of the proper evidences of Christianity, by
showing that there is no ground for any d
priori prejudice against revelation, as appeal-
ing, for the acceptance of its highest truths,
to faith rather than to reason ; for that this